
Honor Court Candidates 2020-21 
 
Class of 2021 
Reese Alexander 
My name is Reese Alexander, I am currently an eleventh grader, and I am running to be a  
member of the Honor Court. The thing that I think stands out about me is that I am extremely  
down to earth. I do not participate in a crazy number of extracurriculars and I am certainly not  
the most academically intelligent person at this school, but I do possess the ability to empathize  
and understand other people, a trait I believe essential to the success of the Honor Court. 
 
Simms Berdy 
I am running for Altamont’s Honor Court for three reasons: First, a student run judiciary 
organization is more open-minded than a faculty one. Faculty cannot always relate to students 
enough to pass fair judgement. If the Court embodies the code which it represents, then justice 
will be properly served; having served on the Honor Court for a year, I have learned to embody 
the Honor Code and fairly pass opinions. Second, in our society close-minded judgements based 
on pre-held biases are common. But participating in Heritage Panel, among other leadership 
organizations, has taught me to objectively examine situations from any point of view to 
eliminate the threat of bias influencing a court ruling. And finally, the notion of an honor code, 
or even a student run judiciary organization, is a rarity and a privilege. Many schools have locker 
checks, zero tolerance policies, mandatory clear-plastic backpacks, and even metal detectors. 
The Honor Court is a privilege that we all share, and one that I want to preserve. The freedom to 
be innocent until proven guilty and to maintain the privilege of liberty is what the Honor Court 
defends. I want to contribute to an institution that does not just embody the school’s values, but 
also my own. I would greatly appreciate your vote.  
 
Eleanor Roth 
The Honor Code provides a network of safety and reassurance among students at Altamont. In 
this past year, I have been able to work with the other Court members to ensure a year of 
pursuing and upholding the principles of truth, knowledge, and honor. The Code helps students 
to feel safe leaving their belongings around the school unsupervised, teachers to put greater trust 
in students, and students to succeed in their academic careers. As a member of the court next 
year, I will continue to ensure each student and staff member at Altamont maintains the 
standards of the Code. This comfort has, since my first year in fifth grade, allowed me to enjoy 
the reassurance that comes with the security of my belongings. I will serve as a member of the 
Honor Court dedicated to preserving the qualities that make Altamont a unique foundation for 
the success of its students. 
 
 
 
 
 



Madeline Thomas 
Although there is no excuse for lying, cheating, or stealing, I feel that every case the Honor 
Court sees deserves a great amount of empathy and understanding. Though many of you may not 
know me personally or have not had the chance to see me in any sort of official position, I 
promise that I am one who fulfills any role or duty I am given. I make it my goal to commit 
myself fully to anything I do, and Honor Court would be no exception. Because of my empathy 
and my resolve, I believe that I would be a fair member of the Honor Court, regardless of the 
case at hand. To me, the Honor Code is one of the most important aspects of the Altamont 
community. It helps students to learn in more creative ways, while also imposing a strong sense 
of responsibility and trust upon all of us. It has allowed us to prosper as both a school and as a 
community. As a student, I feel that it is incredibly important to uphold the Honor Code; but I 
also recognize that, at times, the workload here can become unbearable, and students can end up 
feeling trapped. Mistakes are simply opportunities for growth, and my ultimate goal is to see this 
philosophy involved in our Honor Court decisions. I encourage you to vote for me, because I 
believe that I am a qualified and empathetic candidate for this position. 
 
Class of 2022 
Harrison Coleman 
I’m Harrison Coleman, a tenth grader, and I’m asking for your vote for The Altamont School 
Honor Court. I’ve been a student at Altamont since the seventh grade and I am familiar with the 
huge part the honor code plays in Altamont society. It’s what allows teachers to trust students 
and students to trust teachers. Why vote for me? On top of the fact that I’m honest, reliable, and 
committed I also take pride in the fact that fairness is a major part of my character. It is a 
fundamental quality that would be valued by any Altamont student required to appear before the 
Honor Court. As a member of the Honor Court, I will be fair regardless of the situation. After all, 
fairness in decision-making is crucial. Another important reason is that I was a member of the 
Honor Court this year. I know what it takes to have this title and the level of trust you must have 
in me to elect me. I can truthfully tell you that you can trust me to make the right decisions when 
it comes to Honor Court. I’m asking you to re-elect me as a 2020-21 member of the Honor 
Court. ... Vote Harrison Coleman. Thank you. 
 
Meghan Goyal 
My name is Meghan Goyal, I am currently a sophomore and have been at Altamont since the 
fifth grade. I can still remember how terrified I was walking into school on my very first day, but 
I was greeted by a completely welcoming culture into a warm trusting environment. It is my 
belief that the presence of the honor code and honor system encourage trust and enable each 
Altamont student to perform their best and strengthens our sense of community. I think it is 
necessary for students to hold their peers accountable, and I would make it my priority to make 
our community as honorable and distinguished as I can if elected onto the 2020-2021 honor 
court. The honor code has been a fundamental and unique component of student life at Altamont 
since its founding, and I feel its importance in every aspect of school life.  
 
 



 
Margaret Schedler 
My name is Margaret Schedler and I am a freshman at Altamont this year. I am interested in 
running to be on the Honor Court. I recently started Ladies of Lavender with the school. Ladies 
of Lavender is an organization that donates free feminine products to underserved women. Some 
women face financial obstacles that prevents them for obtaining the products that they need. 
Most homeless women have to go without those products that they need. This is a difficult thing 
to deal with, and my hope is that I can alleviate the anxiety those women feel. Ladies of 
Lavender believes that all women deserve to feel as beautiful as they are.   

Besides starting a service organization, I am also a passionate writer. I have won four 
silver keys from Scholastic Art and Writing Awards for my poetry, and I placed top ten in the 
nation for Creative Communications. Last year, Altamont gave me the English book award, 
which was more than amazing. My hope is that I can publish a book of my poetry before I 
graduate in 2023 and share my writing with more people. Writing has always been a major part 
of my life, and I wish to continue it for as long as I can.   

I love being a part of the Altamont society. I have started working with the Altamont 
Service Club, and we just donated forty-one preemie hats to St. Vincent’s in Birmingham. We 
got to go the hospital and learn about what some babies have to go through, even at such a young 
age. Some babies have families that don’t come to visit, and some babies are even born as drug 
addicted. Our hope is that by providing hats for the preemie babies at the hospital, that they 
might feel even more love than is given to them already.   

Making the world a better place is really important to me. Being a part of Honor Court 
may not necessarily help me make the world a better place, but it will give me a chance to make 
the school a better place. Everyone deserves to have a great school year, and hopefully I can be 
one of the students that ensures that they do.   
 
Sophia Sultan 
Honor. Honor, honor, honor. Honor. A word often repeated in Altamont’s halls so frequently, it 
begins to lose its meaning. The definition of it varies from person to person, but to me it boils 
down to defying the natural incentive to get what you want by lying, cheating, or stealing and 
breaking the honor code. Breaking the honor code is easy; anybody could do it on the initial 
level. It’s unreasonable to ask a person to fail his test or get a low grade on an assignment and 
not cheat off of somebody else or to not take money off the ground. Honor is fundamentally 
having respect for others because when you break the honor code you are being selfish. I don’t 
deserve anything more than the next person unless I’ve worked just as hard as them or harder 
than them. I feel like honor is an intrinsic part of being a student at Altamont. That’s why it’s so 
valuable. As a member of the court I wouldn’t want to make honor abstract or detached from 
what it actually is. I want people to enjoy themselves and have a good time. When I think of 
honor, Mulan comes to my mind. Her family wants her to bring honor to her family because they 
think that it would in turn gain them respect. In the same way, honor can bring you the same 
respect if you wish. I try to do that. You should try to do that. Everyone should try to do that. 
That is why you should vote for me. Thank you.   
 


