
Pre-Registration Notes 
March 2018 

 
ENGLISH - New Senior Seminar 
 Honors Southern Stories 

Southerners have always used their literature, music, and art to tell stories that shape their regional 
identities. This course explores these southern stories and the ways that they have worked over time to 
define the region, its people, and what it means to be “southern.” Readings about culture, identity, and 
placemaking will support students’ analysis of the expressions of writers as well as musicians and artists 
from the American South. In both discussion and writing, students will examine works by William Faulkner, 
Richard Wright, Eudora Welty, Rep. John Lewis, Jean Toomer, Flannery O’Connor, Margaret Walker, Jezmyn 
Ward, and Natasha Tretheway. Along the way, historical documents and local field trips will provide context 
for this rich and varied body of work. 

 
5/6 ROTATION - New classes 
 Leadership and Computer Science Principles 

These are now part of the rotation, bringing the total number of courses to ten. Since only eight can be 
taken in a year, no student will have them all in one year. Details of how they will be spread out, which ones 
will be required at some point (if any), etc., are yet to be decided. 

 
MATHEMATICS - New Graduation Requirement 
 Honors PreCalculus or Honors Statistics 

(Prerequisite for both is Algebra II) 
Please pay close attention to the Departmental Recommendations. If a student chooses something 
different, please be sure to notify the department head. Two key things: (1) Statistics is now sufficient for 
graduation directly after Algebra II, which is now the prerequisite; (2) tenth graders in Algebra II should not 
take Statistics in eleventh grade unless they pair it with PreCalculus (with a goal of taking Calculus as a 
senior). If a tenth grader in Algebra II does not want to take Calculus as a senior, he or she should take 
PreCalculus as a junior and the Statistics as a senior, just as they have done in the past. 

 
SCIENCE - New Computer Science Courses 
 Computer Systems 
 (Grades 10-12, half credit, Prerequisite: AP Computer Science A or instructor permission) 

In Computer Systems students will dive deeper into how computers and computer systems work. They will 
explore the topics of Computer Hardware, Operating Systems, Networks, and Encryption Techniques. This 
course will involve research and programming as well as an introduction to working with operating systems 
based on Linux. 

 
 Advanced Computer Science - Web Design 
 (Grades 8-12, half credit, prerequisite: Exploring Computer Science or instructor permission) 

Advanced Computer Science – Web Design will dive deeper into the fundamentals of web design. Students 
will learn more about using HTML and CSS code to create good looking websites. Students will be 
introduced to the concepts of front-end and back-end design using the Javascript and Python programming 
languages. Projects in the class will focus on the following topics: Designing a Website with Bootstrap, 
Creating a Web App with Forms, Running a Website on a Python Server, and Data Scraping an HTML Page. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGES - New Mandarin Class 
 Honors Mandarin II 

Our Mandarin program now extends up to Honors Mandarin II. 


