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Dear Altamont Families and Friends, 

It is with both sadness and excitement that I write to announce the upcoming retirement of our beloved and 
respected Head of School, Sarah Whiteside. Mrs. Whiteside gave notice to the Board of Trustees and faculty 
that she plans to retire at the end of the 2017-18 school year. Mrs. Whiteside’s retirement will signal the end 
of an extraordinary chapter in Altamont’s history. Her countless contributions to the school will pave the way 
forward to a very bright and exciting future.  

Mrs. Whiteside’s advance notice is a gift that allows the Board of Trustees ample time to conduct a 
thoughtful search for candidates worthy to be her successor. Mike Denniston, Vice President of the Altamont 
Board, is chair of the search committee. Work has already begun to vet and hire a respected national search 
firm to assist us in the process. You will receive updates from Mike and the search committee as the process 
moves forward.  

Simultaneous to the search, we will have the opportunity to celebrate Mrs. Whiteside’s nearly forty years of 
accomplished service to Altamont. Known for her integrity, fairness, and high standards of excellence, Mrs. 
Whiteside is the personification of Altamont’s motto: Truth Knowledge Honor. The students and parents she 
has influenced and continues to influence are all better for having learned from her. 

Like all great Heads of School, Mrs. Whiteside will leave the school in better shape than she found it when 
she took the position. The school currently enjoys: 

 Full enrollment – including waiting lists in some grades – with students of the highest academic
caliber;

 A strong and dedicated faculty;

 A successful capital campaign that is bringing about not only program innovations, but also 
transformative renovations in Academics (Library), Arts (Cabaniss-Kaul Center), and Athletics and 
Wellness (Ralph Patton Gymnasium – currently under construction); and

 An always-impressive college acceptance list for graduates.
It is because of these accomplishments, that Altamont is well positioned to attract and hire the best and 
brightest next Head of School.   

One of the Board’s most important responsibilities is hiring the Head of School, and we are committed to 
finding a candidate who is not only well qualified but also committed to Altamont’s mission “to improve the 
fabric of society by graduating compassionate, well-educated individuals capable of independent thinking and 
innovative ideas.”   

Should you have any questions about Mrs. Whiteside’s retirement, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Brantley@thechalkergroup.com. Should you have any questions about the search process, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mike Denniston at mdenniston@bradley.com.  

Warmest regards, 

Brantley Fry 
President, Altamont Board of Trustees 
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